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This user-friendly reference page provides an overview of a type of alternative care available
in Kenya, key considerations, and the process followed for placement. It aims to be an easy
and quick reference to critical information for alternative family- and community-based care
placements. The reference page should not be considered a replacement for the detailed
Alternative Family- and Community-based Care Standard Operating Procedures (SOPs). It also
accompanies the Guidelines for the Alternative Care of Children in Kenya (2014), which also
have an accompanying User Friendly Version. This information on this page is designed for use
by practitioners, community actors, and caregivers. Cognizant that safe, suitable alternative
care placements depend on effective case management, see also the Case Management for
Reintegration to Family- or Community-Based Care Guidebook and Toolkit.
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This user-friendly reference page
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It aims to be an easy and quick
reference to critical information for
alternative family- and community-
based care placements. The
reference page should not be
considered a replacement for the
detailed Alternative Family- and
Community-based Care Standard
Operating Procedures (SOPs). It
also accompanies the Guidelines
for the Alternative Care of
Children in Kenya (2014), which
also have an accompanying User
Friendly Version. This information
on this page is designed for use
by practitioners, community
actors, and caregivers. Cognizant
that safe, suitable alternative

care placements depend on
effective case management,

see also the Case Management

for Reintegration to Family-

or Community-Based Care
Guidebook and Toolkit.

Introduction to Alternative Care

Alternative care is a formal or informal arrangement whereby a child is looked after at least
overnight outside their parental home, either by decision of a judicial or administrative
authority or duly accredited body, or at the initiative of the child, their parent/s/caregivers,
or spontaneously by a care provider in the absence of parents.

In Kenya, the below family- and community-based, and residential alternative care options
exist.
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* A moratorium has been placed on inter-country adoptions
** This includes group homes
*** A moratorium has been placed on the registration of new CCls

Placing a child into any alternative care option relies on good gatekeeping and good case
management. The tools and forms in the Case Management for Reintegration into Family-
and Community-based Care Toolkit, and the Alternative Family- and Community-based Care
SOPs, should be utilized to guide and document each step of the process.
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Guiding Principles

The below guiding principles, as per the Guidelines for the Alternative Family Care of Children
in Kenya and Alternative Family- and Community-based Care SOPs, must be adhered to for
all alternative care placements.

Necessity

Is it necessary to separate a child from their biological family and or current care setting?
Is it necessary to remove the child from the current family setting or is it necessary for the
child to remain there? The below should be considered:

 Poverty is never a justification to separate a child Families should be supported to care
for children

 Education is not a reason to separate a child; education support should be provided while
the child lives with their family

 Determining necessity is an ongoing process; even though separation was necessary today,
it may not still be necessary next month. Family support services should be provided to
the child’s family of origin in support of reunification.

Suitability/appropriateness

Which is the next most suitable/appropriate option for this child? To reunify the child with
their biological families or to plan for another permanent alternative option? Which care
option is most likely to be able to meet the unique needs of the child? The below should be
considered:

» All decisions should be made on a case-by-case basis and be based on the unique needs
of the child; findings from the child and family assessments (using the Case Management
for Reintegration SOPs and toolkit) should be used for matching (e.g., matching the needs
of the child, with a family who has the protective factors present to meet those needs).

* Family- and community-based options are the most suitable to meet children’s needs,
and should be prioritized over residential care; residential care should only be considered
when all family and community options have been exhausted.
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* Residential care is never suitable for children under three years, and children with
disabilities; they should never be placed in residential care.

* Children separated from their parents and living in temporary care (including all forms of
residential care), and their parents, should be provided with services aimed at reuniting
them.

* When reunification to parental care is not possible, or not in the child’s best interest,
long-term alternative care options should be explored as the next most suitable options.

* Placements which are close to the child’s family of origin should be prioritized, to enable
the child to maintain contact with their family, culture, ethnicity, etc.

» All alternative caregivers (e.g. foster parents, guardians, kafiil, etc.) are entitled to family
support services, to ensure they are able to meet the family’s and child’s, basic needs.
This includes children in supported independent living and supported child-headed
households.

* Siblings should be kept together whenever possible

* Placements should be periodically reviewed to ensure they still meet the child’s needs as
the child’s need and capacity evolve

 Frequent changes in care placements should be avoided

Best interest of the child

Best interests of the child should be the primary consideration in all care decisions.
All decisions are made on an individualized basis, and BIOTC is continually assessed as it is
a dynamic concept comprised of various elements which are continuously evolving.

Prioritization of family-based care

Biological family is prioritized, followed by alternative families before community-based
care options are considered. Residential care should only be used as a last resort, when
absolutely necessary and appropriate. Separated children should be supported to stay in
contact with their family, and all efforts should be made to reunify children with their family
of origin.
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Permanency

Though temporary forms of alternative family are necessary and suitable in many situations,
permanency must always be the ultimate goal for all children in care. Permanency should
be considered even before placement and must be built into all case planning as soon as a
child is placed into care.

Child participation

Child participation in care decision-making increases the likelihood that decisions will be
based on a holistic and accurate analysis of the child’s strengths, needs and conditions and
that the placement will be in their best interest. Children must be supported to sufficiently
understand matters that affect them according to their evolving capacity and maturity, to
be able to form their point of view.

This includes ensuring that:

* The child is made aware of all available options;

 The conditions under which they will be asked to express their views and the possible
impacts of decisions made is explained in a child-friendly manner; and

« Where children are not able to verbally express their views, all efforts must be made
to facilitate their expression in a form that is most comfortable to them. There must be
full recognition of non-verbal forms of communication (e.g., play, body language, facial
expressions, drawing, etc.)
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A legal relationship created when a child’s biological parents appoint a person/s through a will/
deed, or upon application, a person is appointed by the court to take care of a child either alone
(i.e. assume parental responsibility) or to act together with a living parent or another guardian.
Guardianship can involve the child, their parent’s property, or both the child and property.
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This user-friendly reference page
provides an overview of a type

of alternative care available in
Kenya, key considerations, and the
process followed for placement.

It aims to be an easy and quick
reference to critical information for
alternative family- and community-
based care placements. The
reference page should not be
considered a replacement for the
detailed Alternative Family- and
Community-based Care Standard
Operating Procedures (SOPs). It
also accompanies the Guidelines
for the Alternative Care of
Children in Kenya (2014), which
also have an accompanying User
Friendly Version. This information
on this page is designed for use

by practitioners, community
actors, and caregivers. Cognizant
that safe, suitable alternative

care placements depend on
effective case management,

see also the Case Management

for Reintegration to Family-

or Community-Based Care
Guidebook and Toolkit.
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This user-friendly reference page
provides an overview of a type

of alternative care available in
Kenya, key considerations, and the
process followed for placement.

It aims to be an easy and quick
reference to critical information for
alternative family- and community-
based care placements. The
reference page should not be
considered a replacement for the
detailed Alternative Family- and
Community-based Care Standard
Operating Procedures (SOPs). It
also accompanies the Guidelines
for the Alternative Care of
Children in Kenya (2014), which
also have an accompanying User
Friendly Version. This information
on this page is designed for use

by practitioners, community
actors, and caregivers. Cognizant
that safe, suitable alternative

care placements depend on
effective case management,

see also the Case Management

for Reintegration to Family-

or Community-Based Care
Guidebook and Toolkit.
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owh home, a group home, hostel, or other accommodation, to become independent.
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This user-friendly reference page
provides an overview of a type

of alternative care available in
Kenya, key considerations, and the
process followed for placement.

It aims to be an easy and quick
reference to critical information for
alternative family- and community-
based care placements. The
reference page should not be
considered a replacement for the
detailed Alternative Family- and
Community-based Care Standard
Operating Procedures (SOPs). It
also accompanies the Guidelines
for the Alternative Care of
Children in Kenya (2014), which
also have an accompanying User
Friendly Version. This information
on this page is designed for use
by practitioners, community
actors, and caregivers. Cognizant
that safe, suitable alternative

care placements depend on
effective case management,

see also the Case Management
for Reintegration to Family-

or Community-Based Care
Guidebook and Toolkit.

ADOPTION

Adoption sees the permanent severance of the child’s biological parents’ parental
rights, and full legal parental rights granted to the adoptive parent/s by adoption

order issued by the High Court. There are three kinds of adoption: kinship, local,

and foreign.

L pT] o X:Te [eT 14T Bl adoption of a child by a person who is a relative of the child.

[ WoTot:1 [F-Te[oTo ) dTeT s Ml the adopting parent/s are Kenyan nationals who live in Kenya.

Foreign adoption:

(i) theadopting parent/s are Kenyan nationals with dual citizenship;
(i) the adopting parent/s are foreign nationals whether or not resident in Kenya;
(iii) the adopting parent/s are not Kenyan nationals but are biologically related to the child; or

(iv) the adopting parent/s were once Kenyan nationals but have lost their nationality.

Children who are eligible:

e Any child under 8 years of age, who is resident within Kenya, whether or not the child is a
Kenyan citizen (i.e. their nationality may be unknown or unverifiable), or was born in Kenya

e The child has attained age of 6 weeks old (if parent/s are consenting to adoption).

e An orphaned child, who has no known relatives, or if there are known relatives, they are
unwilling, deemed unable or not suitable to provide care for the child (consent or affidavit from
unwilling relatives may be sought).

e Anabandoned or lost child where tracing of biological parents and relatives has been
conducted for a minimum of one year (while the child resides in temporary alternative care),
with supporting documentation to evidence all tracing processes, and has failed. Tracing
documentation must be accompanied by two police letters to show that all tracing options were
pursued for minimum six months and prove futile.

e Children who are willingly offered by their biological parents and/or extended family through a
written consent to the child being adopted.

o |fthe child has attained 10 years of age, they must give their own consent in writing to the
Adoption Society, who will avail it to the court.27

e Child must have been declared free for adoption by the National Adoption Committee.

Prospective adoption
parents who are eligible:

e Must be aged between 25 years and
65 years

e Must be at least 21 years older than
the adoptee child (except for kinship
adoption where age restrictions do not
apply)-

e Couple applicants must be married.

e Single applicants may only adopt a child
of the same gender (except for kinship
adoption where gender restrictions do
not apply).

e |s of sound mind

e |s capable of exercising proper care and
guardianship of the child.

Changing the Way We Care (CTWWC) is implemented by Catholic Relief Services and Maestral International, along with other global, national and local partners working together to change the way we care
for children around the world. Our principal global partners are the Better Care Network and Faith to Action. CTWW(C is funded in part by a Global Development Alliance of USAID, the MacArthur Foundation
and the GHR Foundation. This product is made possible by the generous support of the American people through the United States Agency for International Development (USAID). The contents are the
responsibility of Changing the Way We Care (CTWWC) and do not necessarily reflect the views of USAID or the United States Government. ©2023 Catholic Relief Services. All Rights Reserved. This material
may not be reproduced, displayed, modified or distributed without the express prior written permission of copyright holder. For permission, write to info@ctwwc.org. The photographs in this publication are
used for illustrative purposes only; they do not imply any particular health, orphanhood or residential care status on the part of any person who appears in the photographs.


https://bettercarenetwork.org/library/social-welfare-systems/standards-of-care/guidelines-for-the-alternative-family-care-of-children-in-kenya
https://bettercarenetwork.org/library/social-welfare-systems/standards-of-care/guidelines-for-the-alternative-family-care-of-children-in-kenya
https://bettercarenetwork.org/library/social-welfare-systems/standards-of-care/guidelines-for-the-alternative-family-care-of-children-in-kenya
https://bettercarenetwork.org/library/social-welfare-systems/child-care-and-protection-policies/guidelines-for-the-alternative-care-of-children-in-kenya-2014-a-user-friendly-handbook
https://bettercarenetwork.org/library/social-welfare-systems/child-care-and-protection-policies/guidelines-for-the-alternative-care-of-children-in-kenya-2014-a-user-friendly-handbook
https://bettercarenetwork.org/library/principles-of-good-care-practices/leaving-alternative-care-and-reintegration/caseworker’s-toolkit-case-management-for-reintegration-of-children-into-family-or-community-based
https://bettercarenetwork.org/library/principles-of-good-care-practices/leaving-alternative-care-and-reintegration/caseworker’s-toolkit-case-management-for-reintegration-of-children-into-family-or-community-based
https://bettercarenetwork.org/library/principles-of-good-care-practices/leaving-alternative-care-and-reintegration/caseworker’s-toolkit-case-management-for-reintegration-of-children-into-family-or-community-based
https://bettercarenetwork.org/library/principles-of-good-care-practices/leaving-alternative-care-and-reintegration/caseworker’s-toolkit-case-management-for-reintegration-of-children-into-family-or-community-based

	01 Introduction
	02 Guiding Principles
	-1 Kinship
	-2 Guardianship
	-3 Kafaalah
	-4 Foster
	-5 Child-headed
	-6 Independent
	-7 Adoption

	B-6 Independent: 
	Button 7: 
	B-4 Foster: 
	B-3 Kafaalah: 
	B-2 Guardianship: 
	B02 Guiding Principles: 
	B01 Introduction: 
	B-1 Kinship: 
	B-7 Adoption: 
	B-6 Independent 2: 
	Button 10: 
	B-4 Foster 2: 
	B-3 Kafaalah 2: 
	B-2 Guardianship 2: 
	B02 Guiding Principles 2: 
	B01 Introduction 2: 
	B-1 Kinship 2: 
	B-7 Adoption 2: 
	B-6 Independent 3: 
	Button 11: 
	B-4 Foster 3: 
	B-3 Kafaalah 3: 
	B-2 Guardianship 3: 
	B02 Guiding Principles 3: 
	B01 Introduction 3: 
	B-1 Kinship 3: 
	B-7 Adoption 3: 
	B-6 Independent 4: 
	Button 12: 
	B-4 Foster 4: 
	B-3 Kafaalah 4: 
	B-2 Guardianship 4: 
	B02 Guiding Principles 4: 
	B01 Introduction 4: 
	B-1 Kinship 4: 
	B-7 Adoption 4: 
	B-6 Independent 5: 
	Button 13: 
	B-4 Foster 5: 
	B-3 Kafaalah 5: 
	B-2 Guardianship 5: 
	B02 Guiding Principles 5: 
	B01 Introduction 5: 
	B-1 Kinship 5: 
	B-7 Adoption 5: 
	B-6 Independent 6: 
	Button 14: 
	B-4 Foster 6: 
	B-3 Kafaalah 6: 
	B-2 Guardianship 6: 
	B02 Guiding Principles 6: 
	B01 Introduction 6: 
	B-1 Kinship 6: 
	B-7 Adoption 6: 
	B-6 Independent 7: 
	Button 15: 
	B-4 Foster 7: 
	B-3 Kafaalah 7: 
	B-2 Guardianship 7: 
	B02 Guiding Principles 7: 
	B01 Introduction 7: 
	B-1 Kinship 7: 
	B-7 Adoption 7: 
	B-6 Independent 8: 
	Button 16: 
	B-4 Foster 8: 
	B-3 Kafaalah 8: 
	B-2 Guardianship 8: 
	B02 Guiding Principles 8: 
	B01 Introduction 8: 
	B-1 Kinship 8: 
	B-7 Adoption 8: 
	B-6 Independent 9: 
	Button 17: 
	B-4 Foster 9: 
	B-3 Kafaalah 9: 
	B-2 Guardianship 9: 
	B02 Guiding Principles 9: 
	B01 Introduction 9: 
	B-1 Kinship 9: 
	B-7 Adoption 9: 
	B-6 Independent 10: 
	Button 18: 
	B-4 Foster 10: 
	B-3 Kafaalah 10: 
	B-2 Guardianship 10: 
	B02 Guiding Principles 10: 
	B01 Introduction 10: 
	B-1 Kinship 10: 
	B-7 Adoption 10: 
	B-6 Independent 11: 
	Button 19: 
	B-4 Foster 11: 
	B-3 Kafaalah 11: 
	B-2 Guardianship 11: 
	B02 Guiding Principles 11: 
	B01 Introduction 11: 
	B-1 Kinship 11: 
	B-7 Adoption 11: 


